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The institution of marriage is seen to be under serious threat in the western world.
However, there are still plenty of young women—and their mothers—who regard a
full dress formal wedding as one of the high points in life. While the bride's dress
will usually be white or ivory, those of her bridesmaids will not, and so the problem

of matching shoes arises.

A match for life

Europe. The business was established in 1986 as part of the Stuart Marsh

Shoes Group in the UK. The retail business was subsequently sold to Clarks
in early 1990 to enable the company to concentrate on its specialist
manufacturing. 1t opened its own dedicated manufacturing facility in 1999 and
since then has worked to develop a strong brand image for its Rainbow Club,
Gabriella & Lucido and Else ranges. 1t also offers added value services such as hand
colouring and bespoke services, which enable modern-day brides to respond to
sudden changes in fashion.

The factory currently produces 3,000 pairs of specialist bridal shoes per week,
of which 35% (50,000 pairs per year) are exported. The UK is the main consumer,
with 300,000 weddings per year. Other key markets include Eire, Germany,
Holland, Norway, Sweden and Finland. Forty-six styles are available including
children’s and new mid season styles. These come in an adult range of 3-8 UK
(36-42 Continental), with selected shoes available to size 9 (44). Children’s sizes
go from 5-2 UK (19-32).

Rainbow Club is one of the last few dedicated makers of bridal footwear in

Colouring

All shoes are made in ivory silk satin and/or off-white silk
satin and then coloured according to the specific requirements
of the customer. This is a handcrafted process, which takes
varying amounts of time depending very much on the colour.
With some golds, dark reds and shot silks it can take up to a
full day to blend the exact shade.

New for 2005 is a hand-colouring service for the Else
covering 10 of the most popular bridal shades. The retailer will
hold a colour swatch and the colouring service will be at a
special discount price as every little saving helps the overall cost
of a wedding. Brides are also able to view the colour range on
the company’s website.
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